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Frida Kahlo ¢ llustracién por Emilio Rodriguez Jiménez « Historia por/ Story by Ruth Gonzalez

Frida Kahlo, la famosa pintora Mexicana del siglo XX
naci6 bajo el nombre de Magdalena Carmen Frida
Kahloy Calderdn. Nacid el 6 de julio de 1907 en
Coyoacan, el area mas antigua de la Ciudad de
México. Posteriormente Frida diria que habia nacido en
1910 debido a que queria asociar completamente su
nacimiento con la Revolucién Mexicana, la cual inicié ese
afio. Mas de una tercera parte de sus pinturas son
autorretratos que reflejan la fascinante blisqueda que Frida
hizo de simisma.

No obstante Frida Kahlo fue frecuentemente etiquetada
como surrealista, ella nunca reconocio seguir esta técnica.
Sus obras son continuamente consideradas como “arte
folklorico” y no fue ampliamente reconocida antes de la era
del“neomexicanismo’ el movimiento artistico que surgié en
la década de 1980. A pesar de que el Museo de Louvre
adquirid algunas de sus obras en 1939, Frida era mas famosa
por haber sido la esposa del popular muralista Diego Rivera.

Frida buscd a Diego Rivera para que la aconsejara sobre
sus obras, mientras ellaasistiaala universidad. De ahi surgio
unaapasionada relacion, a pesar de que él eramayor que
ella30afios. Diegoy Frida tuvieron diversas aventuras
extramaritales, se divorciaron y se volvieron acasar unafio
después. Frida se vio profundamente afectada por la
aventura extramarital que Diego tuvo con su hermana
Cristina. Diego Rivera nunca se molestd por la bisexualidad
de Frida, pero las aventuras que Frida tuvo con otros
hombres, tales como Leon Trotsky, lo enfurecian. Friday
Diego eran comunistas activos y dieron alojamiento a
Trotsky cuando éste escapd del régimen de Stalin en 1937.

Frida Kahlo sufrié enormemente de dolor fisico durante la
mayor parte de su vida. Cuando era nifia contrajo polioy
como resultado tenfa una pierna mas delgada que la otra. De
adolescente, se vio involucrada en un accidente de autobus
que dafi6 para siempre su pelvis, sus costillas, sumatriz, su
clavicula, sus pies y su columna. Tuvo 35 operaciones
quirdrgicasy mdltiples estancias en diversos hospitales
durante muchos afios. El accidente la dej imposibilitada
para procrear y debido a esto sus tres embarazos fueron
inconclusos. A pesar de haber sido confinada a una muleta o
aunacama de hospital, Frida continuaba pintando su dolor;
su verdad. Frida fallecid por una sobredosis involuntaria el
13 de julio de 1954.Tenia 47 afios de edad.

“Se las recomiendo, no como esposo sino como un entusiasta
admirador de su obra, amargay dulce, fuerte como el acero
y delicada como el ala de una mariposa, afectuosa como una
hermosa sonrisa y profunda y cruel como la amargura de la
vida”

—Diego Rivera opinando sobre las obras de Frida Kahlo.
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Frida Kahlo, the famous twentieth century
Mexican painter was born Magdalena
Carmen Frida Kahlo y Calderdn. She was
born on July 6, 1907 in Coyoacan, the oldest
area of Mexico City. Frida would later claim that
she was born in 1910 because she wanted to
associate herself closely with the Mexican
Revolution that erupted in the same year.Over
athird of her paintings are self-portraits that
reflect Frida’s fascinating quest for self truth.

Although she was often labeled a surrealist,
she never acknowledged the title. Her work is
often considered folk art and was not widely
recognized before Neomexicanismo; the artistic
movement of the 1980's. Despite the Louvre’s
acquisition of her work in 1939, Frida was more
famous for being the wife of the popular
muralist, DiegoRivera.

Frida sought Rivera out for artistic advice
while attending the university and a passionate
relationship took root despite their thirty year age
difference. They had several extramarital affairs,
divorced each other and remarried a year later.
Frida was deeply affected by her hushand’s affair
with her sister, Cristina. Although, Frida’s bisexuality
didn’t bother Rivera, her affairs with men such as
Leon Trotsky enraged him. Kahlo and Rivera were
active communists and took Trotsky in when he
escaped Stalin'sregime in 1937.

Frida Kahlo was plagued with physical pain
for much of her life. When she was a young child
she contracted polio and as a result had one leg
that was thinner than the other. As a teenager, she
was involved in a bus accident that left her pelvis,
ribs, uterus, collarbone, foot and spine broken.
She underwent 35 surgeries and multiple hospital
stays over the years. The accident left her unable
to bear children and her three pregnancies were
terminated as a result. Despite being confined to
acast or a hospital bed, Frida continued to
paint her pain; her truth. She passed away of
an accidental overdose on July 13, 1954.

She was forty-sevenyears old.

“I recommend her to you, not as a hushand but
as an enthusiastic admirer of her work, acid and
tender, hard as steel and delicate and fine as a
butterfly's wing, loveable as a beautiful smile,
and profound and cruel as the bitterness of life.”
— Diego Rivera regarding Frida Kahlo
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